
Literary 
Genres
  Definition, types, examples



Literary Genres
groups of 
literary works 
characterized by 
a particular style 
or purpose



ALL THE BOOKS CAN BE BROADLY 
CLASSIFIED UNDER 2 MAINLY 
CATEGORIES:
FICTION and NON-FICTION



FICTION
● a made-up story
● can tell about things that 
could happen

● characters may be like real 
people or imaginary

● purpose - entertainment



NON-FICTION
● has facts that can be 

checked and proven
● about real people, places, 

and events
● purpose - inform



FICTION 
● Mystery
● Fantasy
● Science Fiction
● Realism Fiction
● Traditional literature
● Historical Fiction



Mystery
Stories in which characters try to answer questions about secrets, with complex plots involving suspense, 
danger, and intrigue.



Fantasy
Stories include elements that are impossible in real life, such as talking to animals or magical power.



Science Fiction
A type of fantasy that uses science and technology (robots, time machines, etc.)



Realism Fiction
A story using made-up characters, but could happen in real life.



Traditional Literature
Stories that are passed down from one group to another in history. This includes folktales, legends, fables, 
fairy tales, tall tales, and myths from different cultures. 



Historical Fiction
A fictional story that takes place in a particular time period in the past. Often the setting is real, but the 
characters are made up. Also, historical figures may be included in a fiction story.



NON-FICTION 
● Biography
● Autobiography
● Informational



Biography
The story of a real person’s life written by another person.



Autobiography
The story of a real person’s life written by that person.



Informational
Texts that provide facts about a variety of topics (sports, animals, science, history, career, travel, 
geography, space, weather, etc.)



OTHER 
GENRES 
● Poetry
● Drama



Poetry
Poetry is a verse, written to create a response of thought and feeling from the reader. It often uses rhythm 
and rhyme to help convey its meaning. 



Drama
 Literature that is intended to be performed in front of an audience: a play or opera.



NOW YOU KNOW ALL 
LITERARY GENRES
ENJOY READING!


