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LOCATION

 Altyn shoky ("Golden peak") is the 
name of the Ulytau mountain range 
in the Karaganda region, whose 
history is associated with the Great 
Tamerlane (1336-1405). 
 The monument is located on the 
North-Western slopes of the Ulytau 
mountains, 90 km West of the 
Zhezkazgan – Arkalyk highway and 
80 km West of the village of Sayat. 
Its height is 50 m.



DURING THE CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE KHAN OF THE GOLDEN 
HORDE TOKHTAMYSH, TAMERLANE ORDERED TO INSTALL A HUGE 
STONE MONUMENT ON THE PEAK OF ALTYN SHOKI.



THE LEGEND SAYS

 In April 1391, during a campaign against the Khan of the 
Golden Horde Tokhtamysh, Tamerlane with 200 thousand 
troops stopped at the foot of mount Ulytau in the heart of 
Saryarka. The path of the army went through the 
Betpak-Dala desert. But, there is nature that is completely 
different: mountain air and cool rivers, lush pastures and 
fields. Realizing that the army needed to gain strength, they 
stopped in this area for a few days. Admiring the nature of 
the Ulytau region, Tamerlane, as a sign of gratitude, ordered 
to install a stone monument, which notes that he stayed 
here with his army.



             The Nature of the Ulytau Region



THE INFORMATION ABOUT 
HISTORICAL EVENT
 Information about this historical event became known only 
six centuries later. The stone installed by the great ruler 
Tamerlane was discovered in 1935 by the famous Kazakh 
geologist, the first academician of the Academy of 
Sciences of the Kazakh SSR Kanysh Satpayev during an 
expedition to Central Kazakhstan. The stone statue, which 
was a fragment of a huge rock, was found in the akshoky 
area of Ulytau district.



ARTICLES 

 In 1941, Kanysh Imantaevich published an article 
"Prehistoric monuments in the Zhezkazgan district", which, in 
1989, was included in the collection "Selected articles 
about science and culture" of the Nauka publishing house. 
It notes: "according to Yazdi, Timur" climbed to the top of 
the Alatau mountains and enjoyed the view of the 
surrounding steppe, which was covered with beautiful 
greenery from one end to the other.".



 Most of all, Altyn shoky is remembered for the pile of stones that 
rises on its top, collected in the form of a cut pyramid. Tamerlane 
ordered the 200,000-strong army to raise one stone to the top of 
the mountain, build a melting furnace, cut down bushes near the 
nearby river, light a fire and melt meteorite stones. And all this in 
order to leave a memorable inscription that is similar to the modern 
Kazakh language: "Stories of the seven hundred and ninetieth year 
of the Sheep. The summer month is July. Sultan of Turan Temirbek 
goes with his 200-thousandth army to war with Khan Tokhtamysh. 



 Passing through this area, he left this inscription as a memory: "May 
Allah bless him! Inshallah, may all people remember him with the 
blessing of Allah." Despite the discovery of this historical fact, the 
composition of the material of the inscription has not yet been 
revealed. This artifact is located in the St. Petersburg Museum. 
Previously, the stove was located above a huge pit where there 
was a kiln for firing bricks. An exact copy of the stone with this 
inscription of the Emir is installed on the top of Altyn Shoki.
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