
RELATIVE/ ATTRIBUTIVE 
CLAUSES



Independent Clause 
A clause in a sentence that would form 

a complete sentence by itself
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What exactly is a relative clause?

Part of a sentence that cannot exist independently and 
describes a noun that comes before it in the main part of the 

sentence

Independent clause + relative clause
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For example:

“The restaurant that we went to has closed.”

“that we went to” is a relative clause because it cannot be used independently. It 
adds information to the independent clause.

“The restaurant has closed” can be used on its own. It is an independent clause.



For example:

“The woman who I met was very kind.”

“Who I met” is a relative clause because it cannot be used independently. It adds 
information to the independent clause.

“The woman was very kind” can be used on its own. It is an independent clause.



Practice 
Find the relative clause in both sentences. 

“The man that Diana was 
speaking to was my boss.”

“They all enjoyed the cake 
that I made.”
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Practice 
Find the relative clause in both sentences. 

“The man that Diana was 
speaking to was my boss.”

“The man was my boss” is an 
independent clause. 
“That Diana was speaking to” cannot be 
independent. It is a Relative clause

“They all enjoyed the cake 
that I made.”

“They all enjoyed the cake” is an 
independent clause”
“That I made” cannot be independent. It 
is a Relative clause.
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Parts of a Relative Clause

The relative/ attributive clause: Part of a sentence that cannot exist independently 
and describes a noun that comes before it in the main part of the sentence

The antecedent: The person or thing (noun)  the speaker is talking about.

A relative pronoun: a pronoun such as which, as, who, whose, whom, or that, used 
to begin a relative clause. It connects the antecedent and the relative clause.

Everyone enjoyed the tea that I made
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Who Relates to people (Subject)                                               

Whom Relates to people (Whom)                                                 

Which Relates to animals and objects                          

That Relates to people, animals, and things     

Whose Refers to possession                      

Where Refers to places                                

When Refers to time                                   

Why Refers to reason                               

What Refers to things                                     

Relative Pronouns



Restrictive relative clauses vs non-restrictive relative clauses

Restrictive Relative clauses Non-Restrictive Relative clauses

● Adds essential information
 
● Not set off by commas (no commas)

● Can begin with that

- The paper that I have just finished is 
due tomorrow.

- The employees who work this 
afternoon are late.

● Adds additional information

● Set off by commas 

● Do NOT begin with that

- The final paper, which was well 
written, was submitted on time.

- The woman, whoever she was, left 
yesterday morning.



Who / that refer to people They caught the man who / that commited the 
crime

Which / that refer to objects I lost the map which / that she gave me

Whose refers to possession She complained to the man whose dog bit her

When refers to a moment in time Christmas day is a day when people are happy

Where refers to a particular place We visited the house where our father was born

In non-defining sentences, the word that cannot 
replace who or which

Yang Zi, who is a famous actress, is from China

The statue of liberty, which is in America, is a 
famous tourist site.

Examples

Possession



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including 
icons by Flaticon, infographics & images by Freepik and illustrations by 

Stories

I hope you enjoyed 
the lesson!
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