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Statue of Liberty, New York Harbor
The Statue of Liberty, an official National Monument, was built in 1886 to 
signify the end of the U.S. Civil War and the end of slavery (broken shackles 
lie at the statue's feet). To millions of immigrants arriving in the U.S. near the 
turn of the 20th century, the statue also stood for hope and new beginnings 
in America. Lady Liberty has held her lantern aloft at the entrance to New 
York Harbor since 1886. 



Statue of Liberty, New York Harbor



The Lincoln Memorial, 
Washington, D.C.

This monument was built to honor the 16th 
President of the United States, Abraham 
Lincoln. It is a 19-foot-high statue posed 
under a classic Parthenon-inspired 
structure. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech here 
in 1963.



Washington 
Monument, 
The National Mall 
This monument is a  555-foot obelisk built 
to commemorate the first president of the 
United States stands in the capital city 
named for him. In fact, while Washington is 
home to many significant monuments, the 
U.S. National Park Service calls it "the most 
prominent structure in Washington, D.C.,"



The Alamo, 
San Antonio

The Alamo traces 300 years of the mission, the fort 

and the battle where the state of Texas finally won 

independence from Mexico in 1836. This monument 

was built 1718.



Mount Rushmore, 
South Dakota
Mount Rushmore is a national monument 

located in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 

Carved into the side of the large mountain 

are the faces of four men who were United 

States presidents. These men were chosen 

because all four played important roles in 

American history. The four faces carved 

into Mount Rushmore are those of George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham 

Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. 



Mount Rushmore, 
South Dakota 
(Cont.)
George Washington was chosen for this monument because of his role in the 
Revolutionary War and his fight for American independence. He was the first 
United States president and is often called the father of our country. Thomas 
Jefferson was picked because he believed that people should be allowed to 
govern themselves, which is the basis for democracy. Abraham Lincoln was 
added because he believed that all people are equal, and he helped end 
slavery in the United States. Theodore Roosevelt was chosen because he was 
such an influential president and world leader.



Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor
Fort Sumter is an island fortification 
located in Charleston Harbor, South 
Carolina. It is most famous for being 
the site of the first shots of the Civil 
War (1861-65). Originally constructed in 
1829 as a coastal garrison, U.S. Major 
Robert Anderson occupied the 
unfinished fort in December 1860 
following South Carolina’s secession 
from the Union, initiating a standoff 
with the state’s militia forces. 



Fort Sumter, Charleston Harbor (Cont.)



Golden Gate 
Bridge

While a bridge isn’t exactly a monument. It is an 
iconic sculpture that is beautiful and delicately built. 
The orange art-deco suspension bridge had the 
longest span in the world when it was completed in 
1937. Although the bridge is no longer the world's 
lengthiest, it still stands as a monument to American 
innovation and is considered to be one of the seven 
wonders of the modern world by the American 
Society of Civil Engineers.



Golden Gate Bridge (Cont.)



The Gateway 
Arch, St. Louis
St. Louis' legendary arch, which stands 
at the Gateway to the West, soars 630 
feet above a park. The monument is 
taller than the Washington Monument 
and the Statue of Liberty at the Jefferson 
National Expansion Memorial Park. CFO
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“Cloud Gate” Sculpture
The reflective Cloud Gate sculpture in 
Chicago's Millennium Park is the 
newest monument on our list. But 
shortly after it was created in 2004, the 
stainless-steel bean-shaped outdoor 
sculpture, which mirrors the city 
skyline, became a Chicago icon.



Bunker Hill 
Monument, Boston
Like the Washington Monument, the 
Bunker Hill Monument is a sky-scraping 
obelisk, although at 221 feet tall, it's less 
than half the height of its D.C. foil. The 
monument marks the spot where the 
American Revolution kicked off in 1775: The 
Battle of Bunker Hill in Charlestown (a 
neighborhood of Boston) was the first major 
fight in the war for U.S. independence.



Bunker Hill Monument, Boston (Cont.)



Liberty Bell, Philadelphia
The Liberty Bell is a national symbol of 
freedom as well as a token image of 
Philadelphia, its hometown. Initially, the 
bell led an ordinary life, ringing from the 
Pennsylvania State House in its working 
days before becoming deeply cracked in 
the early 19th century. After the Civil War, 
the Liberty Bell spent several decades 
touring the country before coming to rest 
in Philadelphia.



Congratulations! You 
learned 10 famous United 

States monuments!
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